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Navy Asks bids on Canned Foods 
The Navy Department is asking for bids on canned pine- 
apple, peaches, peas, and assorted jams. The bids will be opened 


as follows: Pineapple (schedule 1160), calling for 531,000 
pounds, July 16; peaches (schedule 1164), calling for 551,000 
pounds, July 23; peas (schedule 1197), calling for 1,151,000 
pounds, July 30; jams (schedule 1163), calling for 297,000 
pounds, July 30. Copies of the schedules may be obtained from 
the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


Processing of Non-Acid Foods 

The statement issued by Dr. A. F. Woods, Director of Scien- 
tific Work at the Department of Agriculture, relative to the use 
of pressure cookers for the sterilization of non-acid foods, has 
been revised so as to read that “non-acid food products, like as- 
paragus, beans, corn, peas, beets, spinach, fish and meats, except 
when adequately cured or adequately acidified, cannot be safely 
canned by processing in boiling water, but must be sterilized un- 
der pressure with approved time and temperature.” The re- 
vision consists of the addition of the phrase in italics. 

The statement as originally given out was printed in the 
Information Letter for June 1. 
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Canning Crop Conditions 
The Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates on June 13 
issued the following report on the condition of snap beans, sweet 
corn, green peas and tomatoes for manufacture. 


Condition spaces are starred to indicate that no reports were 
received from canners or that they considered it too early to 
make an estimate. Condition figures are starred where the re- 
ports received were not sufficiently representative of a State's 
important canning areas to be reliable for comparative purposes. 
In such instances the figures are given only to indicate conditions 
in the few areas for which canners made reports. 


Canning crops are very late in many sections this season, 
particularly in some northern States where planting has been 
delayed. Little or no planting had occurred by June 1 in many 
of these northern areas. 


June 1, . June 1, 
1920 1% 1928 
Per cent Per cent Per cent 
*70 
a2 


Indiana 


Maryland 
Michigan 


Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 


Wisconsin 
Other states 


1May 15 and June 1, 1929, condition figures are those reported for the commercial 
table) crop. 
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’ May 15 and June 1, 1929, condition figures are those reported for the commercial 
(table) crop, 


Fruit Fly Quarantine Further Revised 


The Secretary of Agriculture has revised the Mediterranean 
fruit fly quarantine, forbidding reshipment of host fruits and 
vegetables which have been produced in and moved from the state 
of Florida into the states of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Cali- 
fornia, Georgia, Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Ten- 
nessee, Texas, Utah or Washington. 


Processing Peas at High Temperatures 


In Research Laboratory Circular 11-L it is suggested that 
peas packed in No. 10 cans should always be exhausted. Many 
packers find this unnecessary in processing at 240° and when 
brine is added to the cans as hot as possible. If processing is 
done at temperatures substantially higher than 240°, the cans 
should be exhausted until an initial temperature of about 160° 
is secured. This results in a can with paneled sides but it is im- 
portant to safeguard against buckles. 
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Controlling Drained Solids in Spinach 

The attention of spinach canners is called to the importance 
of controlling and limiting the weight of drained solids in spin- 
ach. The rapidity of heat penetration in spinach depends on the 
weight of drained solids. When this is excessive heat penetra- 
tion is impeded and sterilization may not be accomplished. Un- 
der the circumstances, all spinach canners are urged not to ex- 
ceed the following maximum cut-out weights of drained solids: 


It should be noted that these are maximum weights and not 
average weights. In order to keep within them it is necessary 
to cut cans at frequent intervals after processing and cooling 
and weigh the drained solids in order to secure information nec- 
essary to control the filling-in weight. 


Truck Crop Prospects 

Beans.—Production of snap beans in seven intermediate 
states, forecast on the basis of June 1 condition reports, is ex- 
pected to be 2,415,000 hampers, or 9 per cent greater than in 
1928. The acreage in this group of states is 2 per cent below 
last year, but the yield is now expected to average 11 per cent 
higher. In the early and second-early states the production, as 
previously forecasted, is about 3 per cent greater than last year. 


Cabbage.—A production of 175,000 tons, or 6 per cent larger 
than in 1928, is indicated by the June 1 condition reported in 
fourteen intermediate states. Acreage is slightly reduced from 
last year and expected yield somewhat higher. Production in 
early states and second-early states, as previously forecasted, is 
expected to be 346,200 tons, or 12 per cent greater than in 1928. 

Carrots.—New Jersey's carrot crop will be 361,000 bushels, 
or almost 40 per cent greater than in 1928, according to June 1 
indications. Both acreage and yield are reported above last 
year's. 

Cucumbers.—Acreage of cucumbers in four second-early 
states is 11 per cent lower than in 1928, but indicated yields are 
19 per cent higher, and the forecasted production is 1,153,000 
hampers, or 5 per cent more than last year. In the six early 
states production, as previously forecasted, is 3,238,000 hamp- 
ers, or 69 per cent above that of 1928. 


: Can sizes Weight 
Ounces 
14% 
21 
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Condition of Truck Crops on June 1 
The condition of specified truck crops in various states on 
June 1, 1929, as compared with the previous year, is shown in 
the following table compiled from the June 10 crop report of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics: 


June 1 
1 


California 
Delaware 
Illinois 


Pennsylvania 
Washington 


Beans, 
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Virginia 
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Mississippi 


28s 


~ 


New York, L. L 
Tennessee 
Virginia: 

Shore 
Southwest 


California 
Louisiana 


Condition of Fruit Crops 


The following table from the crop report of the Department 
of Agriculture issued June 8, gives the condition of various fruits 
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on June 1, 1929, as compared with June 1 of the previous year 
and May 1, 1929: 


Weather Conditions 

The continued cool weather east of the Mississippi River, 
especially the rather low night temperatures, retarded the growth 
of warm-weather crops, but at the same time there was some 
warming up about the close of the week ended June 11, which 
brought improvement. In general, according to the Weather 
Bureau, the period was favorable for farm work over this area, 
while grass and grain crops made satisfactory advance. 

In the South the week was mostly favorable. Cool weather 
in the Southeast retarded growth to some extent, and there was 
some interruption by rain to field operations in places, but at the 
same time showers were beneficial in Florida, and mostly fair 
weather prevailed at the week-end. In the west Gulf area mod- 
erate warmth, mostly fair weather, and adequate sunshine, fol- 
lowing the recent heavy rains, made a generally favorable week, 
with farm work and crops advancing satisfactorily. 

In some interior sections, especially in eastern Oklahoma, 
eastern Kansas, parts of Missouri, and a few other local areas, 
the soil continued too wet to work and plowing and planting 
were further retarded, but in the northern Great Plains the 
weather was generally favorable for all agricultural interests, 
except that pastures would be benefitted by moisture over consid- 
erable sections. Rain is needed rather badly in an extensive area 
of the North from northeastern Iowa and Wisconsin eastward, 
including much of the upper Ohio Valley. 


In the far Northwest local showers or generous rains were 
very helpful, especially for the grain crops, in Washington, Ore- 
gon, and northern Nevada, but in northern California there was 
considerable damage to cherries and mown hay. Rain is still 
needed badly in Utah, Arizona and much of New Mexico, and 
warmer weather generally over the eastern half of the country. 


June 1 1 
1928 1929 1920 
Crop 
Florida: Per cent Per cent Per cent 
76 58 56 
California: 
55 57 57 
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Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of money turnover during the week ended 
June 8, as reflected by check payments, was greater than in the 
preceding week but smaller than in the corresponding period 
of 1928, according to the weekly statement of the Department 
of Commerce. Distribution of commodities as indicated by load- 
ings of freight cars covering the latest reported week, was 
higher than at this time last year. 


The general index of wholesale prices showed a fractional 
gain over the preceding week, but was lower than a year ago. 
Loans and discounts of Federal reserve member banks showed 
a further gain during the week, being higher also than a year 
ago. Interest rates on call loans averaged higher than in the 
preceding week but rates on time money showed a decline. Both 
call and time funds averaged higher than a year ago. Business 
failures were more numerous than in the preceding week but 
showed a decline from the corresponding period of 1928. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Miscellaneous 


Week ended June 1 
Preceding week 
Corresponding week, 1928 
Corresponding week, 1027 


Truck Crop Markets 


Georgia peach shipments rapidly increased during the week 
ended June 8, and the season has opened in other southern states, 
according to the U. S. Market News Service. Sharp gains were 
noted in carlot movement of tomatoes, watermelons, cabbage, 
cantaloupes and new potatoes. Strawberry shipments dropped 
very noticeably. The combined forwardings of 30 fruits and 
vegetables increased to 22,210 cars, a gain of 3,000 over the pre- 
ceding week, and 1,000 more than during the same period in 1928. 

New crop apples have begun to move in a limited way from 
Tennessee and New Jersey. Shipments of 1928 apples from stor- 
age dropped to less than 200 cars. 

Peach shipments were beginning in South Carolina, Ala- 
bama, Texas and Oklahoma. Georgia’s output increased to 350 
cars, compared with 67 last year. 

Cherries in California show a poor condition, eastern states 
report a fair condition for this crop, and the cherry situation 
seems best in the Northwest. Movement of cherries from Cali- 
fornia totaled 190 cars during the past week, or 75 more than 
last year. Output to date is only 500 cars compared with 1,000 
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a year ago. Shipments of plums and prunes, however, had in- 
creased to only 130 cars, as against 265 in early June, 1928. 

The eastern Texas tomato season was becoming active. Mis- 
sissippi shipped 1,275 cars, Texas 900 and South Carolina 40. 
The Florida season is nearly ended. Total forwardings of toma- 
toes were 2,330 cars, as against 1,385 the preceding week and 
1,580 during the same period in 1928, 

Shipments of strawberries dropped to 725 cars, or only one- 
third as many as a year ago. The Missouri season has been dis- 
appointing. Movement around the first of June was not nearly 
so heavy as first anticipated. Output of Missouri decreased 
sharply to 265 cars, while Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey 
forwarded only 335 cars by rail. 

Shipments of cabbage nearly doubled and totaled 1,130 ears, 
or 300 greater than in early June, 1928. Tennessee increased to 
490 cars and Virginia to 520. The season opened in Maryland 
and Ohio. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
June May 26 June Totalthis Total Inst b= y 


2-6 June season to = season to 
1920 1929 June 6 June® season 


127,085 


Retail Trade in May 


Total sales of department stores in May were 2 per cent 
larger than in the corresponding month a year ago, according to 
preliminary reports made to the Federal reserve system by 461 
stores. Increase in sales was reported by 216 stores and decrease 
by 245 stores. The change in sales varied considerably for dif- 
ferent parts of the country, ranging from an increase of 6 per 
cent in the Boston and Kansas City Federal reserve districts to 
a decrease of 6 per cent in the Atlanta district. 


Apples: 
1929 season 13 0 1 
1028 186 273 300 127,085 92,655 93,004 
Asparagus 82 56 1,082 2,727 2,878 
fe PPT 1,127 648 837 19,700 15,221 35,488 
Cantaloupes 1,666 1,253 2,247 3,506 7.118 28,072 
305 307 216 7,087 4,631 7,488 
Cauliflower 27 66 iz 0,688 0,088 9,046 
Cucumbers 568 466 4,101 2,562 7.466 
GOON 86 147 140 2.864 2,886 4,688 
Mixed vegetables ........ 645 608 787 17,835 18,029 88,370 
366 119 86 510 104 57,606 
rs: 
$1 92 103 1,756 1,052 3,569 
1 5 0 562 742 
2 a 2 9,645 10,012 10,501 
Ting beans 508 680 6,044 4,766 6,707 
Strawberries 723 2,212 2,267 16,231 17,280 18,715 
Tomatoes: 
Domestic 2,831 1,865 1,577 12,898 10,800 80,358 
1 10 6,222 5,424 5,525 
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Employment in May 

Employment increased 0.2 per cent in May, 1929, as com- 
pared with April, and pay-roll totals increased 0.7 per cent, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This report is 
based upon returns from 31,109 establishments having in May 
approximately 5,000,000 employees whose combined earnings in 
one week were nearly $139,000,000. The industrial groups sur- 
veyed were manufacturing, mining, public utilities, trade, hotels, 
and canning and preserving. 

Employment in manufacturing industries showed an in- 
crease in May, 1929, for the first time in May since 1922. The 
level of employment in manufacturing industries in May, 1929, 
was 6.7 per cent higher than in May, 1928, and employees’ earn- 
ings were 11.4 per cent greater. 


New Bill to Define Jellies, Etc., Introduced 


A substitute for the bill (H. R. 1013) defining fruit jams, 
preserves, jellies, etc., has been introduced by Representative 
Reed, who sponsored the original bill on behalf of the National 
Preservers Association. It is designated as H. R. 2164. Sena- 
tor Jones has introduced a companion bill (S. 880) in the Senate. 


The essential difference between the two bills is that the 
substitute measure provides for only two classes of products— 
pure and imitation—eliminating the compound class. The sub- 
stitute bill is in the form of an amendment to the Food and Drugs 
Act; the original bill embodied regulations for enforcement, etc. 


Voluntary Grading Plan Proposed in Bill 


A bill (H. R. 3921) has been introduced by Representative 
Hope which would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to es- 
tablish grades and inspection service for canned foods and would 
permit the labeling of canned foods in conformity with the 
grades certified under this inspection service. 


The bill would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to in- 
vestigate the processing, handling, classifying, grading, and lab- 
eling of canned foods, and to establish and promulgate grades 
for canned foods, which grades, when established, would be 
known as the official canned foods grades of the United States. 
It would also authorize the Secretary of Agriculture, independ- 
ently or in cooperation with other branches of the government, 
state agencies or other organizations, upon application to him, 
to inspect, grade, and certify grade and quality of canned foods 
—_ such terms and conditions as the Secretary might pre- 
scribe. 
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The Secretary would be authorized to employ such persons 
as might be necessary, and to issue licenses to such persons upon 
proof of their competency, to inspect, classify, or grade canned 
foods, and to certify to the class, grade, quality and condition of 
such foods. The bill would also authorize the labeling of canned 
foods in conformity with the grade and certification, under such 
regulations as the Secretary of Agriculture might prescribe. 

This legislation would not be an amendment to the Food 
and Drugs Act, and would provide only for the voluntary grad- 
ing of canned foods. The Mapes bill, which is endorsed by the 
canning industry, is an amendment to the Food and Drugs Act 
and its provisions would be compulsory. 


Fruit in Cold Storage 
Cold storage holdings of fruit on June 1, as reported by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, were: 
June 1, 19290 June 1, 1928 5-year average 
107,000 121,000 233,000 
633,000 1,223,000 933,000 
218,000 222,000 128,000 


20,000 46,000 26,000 


2,000 1,000 
38,372,000 26,331,000 


Publications Mailed to Members 

A copy of the table of processes for non-acid vegetables has 
already been mailed to each member of the Association. An ad- 
ditional copy is being mailed with this issue of the Information 
Letter, so that each member will have a copy for the office as 
well as for posting in the plant. 

There is also mailed with this Letter a bulletin summarizing 
the census statistics on the production of canned foods in 1927. 


Agriculture Yearbook Out 

The 1928 Yearbook of Agriculture is now being distributed 
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. This volume is the 
third of a series characterized by short articles reporting recent 
developments in agricultural science and practice. New know- 
ledge about animal and plant breeding, the control of diseases 
and pests, the conservation of soil resources, the economic prob- 
lems of agriculture, highway construction and maintenance, me- 
teorology and many other subjects are authoritatively reported, 
though necessarily with brevity. 

The book contains the annual report of the Secretary of 
Agriculture (Secretary Jardine’s last report), and the customary 


; Frozen and preserved fruit (pounds) 42,231,000 
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compilation of agricultural statistics. Many of the statistical 
tables give figures for the entire calendar year 1928. Thirty 
maps present the principal geographic aspects of American agri- 
culture and indicate the approximate distribution of the more 
important crops and farm animals. 


The Yearbook is published under a special Congressional 
appropriation, and 400,000 copies are printed. It is distributed 
largely by Senators and Congressmen, to each of whom are al- 
loted about 400 copies. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


Alaska fisheries statistics.—In statistical bulletin No. 831. 
the Bureau of Fisheries furnishes complete figures on the Alaska 
fisheries in 1928. It shows that the value of products as pre- 
pared for markets was $54,553,376, of which salmon accounted 
for $47,487,763. The total number of persons engaged in the 
fishing, transporting, and wholesale and manufacturing indus- 
tries was 31,086. 


Bees for use in orchard.—Factors that may assist or- 
chardists in deciding whether it is cheaper to buy or to rent bee 
colonies which they wish to use to secure more efficient pollina- 
tion in orchards are set out in Extension Bulletin No. 56 of the 
Michigan State College, at East Lansing. 


Bush fruit culture in California.—An illustrated bulletin of 
82 pages has been issued by the California Agricultural Exten- 
sion Service on bush fruit culture in California, which furnishes 
information on choice of location for berry plantations, soils; 
methods of propagation, planting, cultivation, irrigation, and 
pruning; fertilizers, common diseases and insects, and harvest- 
ing. There is a brief description of the principal varieties of 
small fruits. 


Currants and gooseberries—A pamphlet on the cultivation 
and care of red currants and gooseberries has been issued by the 
State Experiment Station at Geneva, N. Y., as circular No. 112. 
The bulletin discusses insect pests and diseases, and also con- 
tains a brief description of the principal currant and gooseberry 
varieties. 


Fertilizers for truck crops.—The results of six years of 
experiment in fertilizer treatment and use of cover crops in 
connection with the production of muskmelons, tomatoes and 
sweet potatoes in Union County, IIl., are set out in bulletin No. 
819 recently published by the Illinois Agricultural Experiment 
Station at Urbana. 
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Fruit Crop Prospects 

As fruits were still in bloom along parts of the northern 
border on the first of June, it is too early to forecast accurately 
what the production in the northern States will be, but the indi- 
cations are that fruit production in the country as a whole will 
be substantially less than usual, according to the crop report of 
the Department of Agriculture issued June 8. The condition of 
fruits is particularly low in California and Florida, and nowhere 
does the fruit crop seem particularly heavy. The production of 
apples, peaches, citrus fruits, prunes, and grapes will probably 
be below the average of recent years. 

Apples.—In Western New York, Michigan, the Ozark region, 
Kansas, and Nebraska the apple crop is expected to be larger 
than that harvested last year, but in nearly all other States the 
crop promises to be smaller. In the country as a whole the apple 
crop seems likely to average 10 per cent less than that of last 
year, but still substantially larger than the light crop of 1927. 
The condition of apples on June 1 was reported as 66.6 compared 
with 72.2 last year, and the average of 68.0 during the previous 
ten years. 


Peaches.—The condition of peaches on June 1 averaged 54.7 
per cent compared with 72.7 on June 1 Jast year, and the average 
of 64 per cent during the previous ten years. California, the 
leading producing State, seems likely to have the smallest peach 
crop in ten years. Georgia, which ranks next in importance 
promises to have the smallest crop since 1920. Ohio also reports 
a very short peach crop. Elsewhere conditions are more favor- 
able, and the probable production in the United States is esti- 
mated at 48,759,000 bushels. This will represent a substantial 
reduction from the 68,374,000 bushels produced in 1928, but will 
be a slightly better crop than that of 1927. 


Pears.—Reports on the condition of pears indicate prospects 
somewhat poorer than usual. In Washington and Oregon, where 
the number of pear trees of bearing age has been increasing rap- 
idly, the production may be up to the average of the last few 
years; California and New York both expect light crops and 
elsewhere crop prospects are only fair. June 1 conditions indi- 
cate a crop of 20,663,000 bushels compared with the 23,783,000 
bushels harvested last year. The condition of the pear crop on 
June 1 was 58.5 compared with 70 last year, and an average of 
65.5 during the previous ten years. 


' 


